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ASoil Scientists slowly began to work their way into the
mar shes during the 19700s

AN 199380 Sub merged Soi | s: A New
by Dr. George Demas was published in Soil Survey
Horizons.

ADr. Demas pioneered the concept of Subaqueous Soils,
differentiating them from sediment.
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Submerged Soils: A New Frontier in Soil Survey

G.P. Demas'

Through my assignments to four soil survey projects on the Atlantic
Coastal Plain in Maryland and Delaware, | have become increasingly aware
of situations where information about soils could go a long way towards
providing the supporting data needed to make intelligent environmental
management decisions, A major arca of environmental concern, especially
on the Delmarva Peninsula, is the deteriorating quality of both subsurface
and surface water. Among the myriad of negative effects caused by poor
water quality is the decrease in health and populations of aquatic organisms.
Regulatory and voluntary programs are presently in place on the Delmarva
Peninsula that address such items as nonpoint source pollution, on-site sew-
age disposal, sediment and erosion control, wetland protection and restora-
tion, and the restoration and enhancement of aquatic plant and animal
populations. Soil survey information is playing a key role in many of these
programs through the gathering, interpretation, and dissemination of previ-
ously unavailable soil data directly related to cnvironmental issues.
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